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THli PEACOCK
OF JEWELS

i i.uca s iii;mic
ir.x-;- myrtrry tor . A gulden peacock,

jivl rtiiilii.!, tin lilding placi; of a
fortuni in piucioUK w'nm, ami wilh thi mystery
waa conplod tlmt of a crime of which thu inno
c-- nt wire acciwod.

"t rh'IHS., at ll,MUm fl
M . a l.l U - .! f- t- lii -

L." nJU iSJLRl 2;?, '.SiA
" . " --f ssanjiaa ik- -

. - . XiS; i iJirti
. . .ir 4 l..fca H M Trimi. I

V "i l?..Ta ....iiJl'Tt '
) v tt . a .miiiMI. u ... f I In llf n)

I h ' I . pi rtfo.iltuf Ilk lit
'.. -a

4Im at. Lain a I fm
. M I I .. . C I1l

- Inn fc.lfc. Ira Mb. Mm iuiihV""' ! tna --..!. al krf

AUK k i l !'.. k. .T Tii hi
fii' ,'IVW ' AH) 'If 11 "I.

n i,. ...
I.I fti t III.

I Ht lii lift) tivn nr thrrn day "
AU,, ,j.,e.l th r..r.. ,.c,Li u( tlifi i niiitry uini . hi

ullil Wltul iti ul 11 f til
ulity, Aiixiuu a liu wu

to follow Up llio hint r hoimy twill
referumu tu Iho M..i ol t!iMir lli.lur- -
wlok'M iruiauiu, liu ma uui illHpuy un
duo ttuKuriltuii, iilin.li it wu Imttur to

- bebavu in a v4m1.11 m.uimr, li Jt ua.

! n cmuii 1101 11 (.
" ' " l' " "" O"" 1

u "hf ,.,l2..,t,m'.
.,V,,) 'ou . crinln?" iinUfd

Blclun liu uruukt--
Thertifuro Ainu tiiuli'iulr,! to nil

which liu ill J nut fii:!, aiul
Wnnt uav fl.HU llin Mlin mli rv. llulil
IiU dliilonmcy whs rnwniavit aliuui thu
n.i.i,u..f 1h.u1.1L iiv Him ui iir.i!ii..i
ot Murlo with h tuuumt that Uu ulioula
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Tliln iiIKrnoon rncie nun w,int
to aco you," nalil llio kin, iMiutliiK, for
he whu not plcdm-- thut Ainu. Ii.nl

kept out of her comimny. "llo has

motor lilcyclo, uml will be Lock at
2 'clock to meet you."

"In tlmtcnmV cull Fuller promptly,
una kIuiicIhk nt hln wiiluli, i.lncn ll
U Jutt 11. wo can li.ixo thno hours
all to ouraalvaii,"

It wns 11 perli-c- t noeinber iluy. and
by this tuno they had come In h.kIiI
of the Kreat mansion, and paused to

dinlie itM Irrepilar beauty. ltd red
roofs wero hidden under blllo.vy
masses of dazzltnn whiteness, as they
caiwtit the sunllKht. and thn darkly- -
trrecn R.irnunt of Ivy which clothed
It wiim llecked eerywhero with snow
wreaths.

"Isn't It lovely, dearejt?"
"Am lovely as juu are, my darllnr."

assented AUu "1 think ou
mlBht nhow me over tho house. Marie,
m 1 havo never explored It completely."

Kor Lhe ffext .hour thev were na.vi.
ItiK alotiK corridors, peeplm; Into rooms.
McendlnK and dcscendlm," stairs, ami

carchliiH" for secret clumbers and
outlets. Wh.it struck Alan most waa
the abstneo of furniture. Hoojii utter
room hud been stripped bare, nnd tho
Jul Iioum n.v him thu liupMaaian
of bclnx n empty Bhell. Vet tho
placo had been crammed with
treasures no later than twenty ycari
&S. when Mrs. Inderwlck had died.

After a luncheon of plain fare, Ma- -
rle carried Fuller oft to the library
and IlKhtcd his cWarctto with her.
own fair hands. When he wan com- -
fortably putlHifr clouds of bluish
'moke, Miss Inderwlck, perched on
the arm of his chair, ruflled his hair
and told him ho waa the nioMt ills- -
agrccablo person In tho wldo world,
This led to amiable contradiction,
finally to klsalnn and It waa when
they wero la tho middle of thcMu
phllandcringa that they raised their
eyes to bob Mr. Horley standing at
the door.

"So this Is tho way In which you
dccelvo me, Marie?" he sold with an
angry look.

"Why not," oald Fuller, an the Klrl
sprang away from Ida chair In alarm.
"I lovo Mario and aho loves mo. You
must have aeen that ages ago, Mr.
Sorley." .

"I did. air. but the position doea
not meet with my approval."

"Who cares," cried his niece de- -
tlantly."

"Ho has no money and no position.
"I shall make money and make a

position." said Alan calmly.
"He will be Urd Chancellor one

day." eald Marie boldly.
Until ho Is Lord Chancellor you

certainly nhan't marry him."
"I ahull. So there."
"You shall not unless'
"Unless." observed Alan smoothly,

"you said unless. Mr. Sorley."
"Unless you find tho llegum's trea--

"Oh. Undo nan," cried Marie In
dismay, "when you know that tho
peacock Is lost, und without that no
one can solvo tho rlddlo, or even
linfim vnr.tlv what It Is."

"Tho pcacocK is" oegaii ounojr.

1 motra.k .ftlSmR "
v" ui,.. 11.... M....I t.A

He spoKo ho iniiniy "i"1 ."pan to think better of tho position,
Alnn, on hln part. BUfsc, 'ro'n,i!?SMSrS "t'h1

missing peacock which h did not
wish to revenl whllo Mario wan In

tho room. AetliiK on this hint ho

iJto rising to
i.i hn.i morn Imnrcii.slvely,

"I know that tho discovery of this
ire.imiro Is connected with aomo

which has to do with thn
lost' Scl; I w sure that 1 can

the mystory. It X do, nnd tho
?I will you cousont to
Vn'rirctming my wife."

'Yii" said Sorley tcrselv and de- -
Hsiveiv "but of courso part of tho
treasure must bo clvon to ins."

Oh 1 shall buy your conbent to my
of It." said Mario

m TAThor "ontomn ions tone.
Vcrv well " said tho old gentle- -

"we understand one imother.
Miuic. you can go away."

U'"en sho loft tho library ami tho
door was closed. Sorley. who had re- -

moved his oVorcoat and gloves and
ran sim l itn n chair with a sigh,
lie was ovldontly tired out by IiIh

rldo to Lewes nnd back again. Sorloy
thought for n fow moments with hln
oves on Fuller's face, thon spoko
abruptly.

"You know that Miss Orison hates
me, and why'."' ho domanded shortly,

"Yes She accuses you of havlmr
ruined her brother bv having dls- -

missed him wrongfully."
"She can think what she chnosos,"

rstortod Sorley, coolly. "Co you
know whv I dismissed her brother.
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"So. dho illiln't." hi' ni I.I ulinrnlv.
"en fir mm I know h'.h" limt it In Iht
I'OHl Ktilllll llll tlll'Hl' tW'l'tltV r.lrn

'" "" u'l iik.ihi to k lu r
mill try for It iccovcrv. Imi. .iium
'VK "'J" '. """'' her l intlu-r- .

f'tunvtl to Hiirri'iidor It, una lout
ul.i. a I. ..III. I ,1....... I, .1 . .. f

,r;"K ";n'. ,vlllc ' man npnko.
t,'",y roao nnil wont lo an

n,0oV" (,f ,h" rom ' which wns M
" carvml cuphoara of bhtek imk.,
'l'lK lliM he took out an object

wr.iptn-i- l In clmmol.i leather, nnrt re-- 1

turiiiul to the writing tablo to display I

,0 visitors astonished eyes the'
mlssinc peacock of Jewels. "On that

"en .him Vinson cnnei me
names, and by her own confession
wandered ovor the house unlnvltfd,"
fT'l 'ho man quietly, "she musthavo
"roiwht thM back. The day after
h duparted I found the peacock In

yonder cupboard, a place where I
Itequi'ntly so, as Miss Orison knew.
Wn' no should restore It In this
Healthy way, or restore It at all, 1

am not able to nay."
Alan stared at the Blltterlnjr bird,

was tho slio of n thrush, and
Breatly admired Itn beauty and per--
fectlon of workmanship. Kerrlerj
assuredly had lenrned a Rrcat deal
In tho Kast. for tho shape and fcath- -
eta of tho bird wero truly wonderfully i

created In dellcuto lines. The eyes
Wero rubles. nd llir wt . tuft of
emeralds on tho head, but compaca- -
tlvely few stones studdod the body,
ns all were reserved for the Klory of
the tall. This was outspread like a
larno fan and In It woro ant sap- -
phlres, opals, rubles and many other
prrcloun stones which scintillated a
plory llko a rainbow, especially when
Sorlcy niMVcd tho cems to and fro In
the thread of sunllKht which pierced
the dusky atmosphere of the room,

"So far ns I can see," said Fuller,
"there Is no secret wrltlnir to bo seen,"

'There Is no gecrot wrltlnjr." said
Sorley. unexpectedly,

"Hut I thoiiRht you wished me to
solve a cryptogram."

"So I do; but n cryptofrrnm can be
other than In letters or figures." In
my opinion, tho secret la hidden In
the tall."

Alan was still puizled. "In the
tall?" ho echoed,

"In tho Jowols somehow," explained
Mr. Sorley. meditatively. "You e,
thero aro three scml-clrclc- s, of gems on
tho tall, und between the second and
the third uppears a triangle of rubles,
Now, If we can read the meaning of
the three rows of precious stones,
thoy may explain tho triangle, which
3 probably tho key to the whola

mystery."
Mr. Porley carefully locked up the

peacock In tho cupboard and shrugged '

his shoulders. "I havo thought over
the problem for years, and I am no
nearer tho solution than ever I was.
Ihit If you solvo it, you shall marry
my niece."

CHAPTER IX.
LAN FULLER, left the Mon-

astery In a very perplexed
state of mind, aa may be
gucSaed, for tho rovelatloni
mado by Mr. Sorley startled

hln, considerably. According to Jotty
-- - "-- M not have manufactured

H. b u lit ri t h a H.rnnM.1 Va.l Kn
m possession of the ornament shortly
beforo his death. How then did It

M, Honey's hands unlessJ

that gentluman had committed tho
crime? It must bo moutloned ns a
pQlnt ,n tho Jnun.. fvor thnt hQ MA
not say positively Miss Orison had
brought back tho ornament on that
occasion, but only gave out the Idea
lo account for his own production of
tho article,

Whllo Alan wus tmis turning mat- -
ters ovor In his mind, ho hoard his
namo called and looked round to soo
Marie flying mer tho snowy ground.

"lou aro mean," she cried, "l'va
been waiting for you to coma out and
tell mu what I nclo Han said to you.
Hut you loft without a word. Why do
you net In Uils horrid, secret way, you
disagroeablo thing?"

Fuller haltod und looked after her
doubtfully. Slnco ho had Imparted to
tho gill that knowledge regarding
Orison's possession of the peacock,
which ho had obtained from Inspector
Moon, through Latimer, he. certainly
did not intend to roveal that Sorley
had displayed tho ornament In thu
library. Should he do so, Murlo would

t onto, mi w hat who know. Jump to
tho roncluslon that her undo wus
cullty.

"Oh," said Alan lightly; "your uncle
only asked mo to nsslst him to learn
tho rlddlo of tho peacock."

"Hut how can thu bo done when
the peacock Is mUslng?"

'Ifour uncle had drawings of ,tho
bird," ropllcd tho young man cvaa- -
Ively.
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1 win biiuw mem 10 you in a lew
days," answered Alan ftulckly, und
niauo 11 meiuai reso.vo 10 prepare ino
drawings himself. "Don't you bother
your undo about tho matter, Marie.
or nn may withdraw hla permission."

" hut permission?"
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any had guesod tho rlddlo the
Jew would have been sold this

nnd monrv
have spent. Yon tho
riddle, dear, clover boy that you
and men shall very, very

even though half or
you find goes o Han."

"Nothing go Han,"
said Alan grimly. "because Unc e Han
has no right to ask a share un- -
less, of ho solves rlddlu.

"Tho peacock and
out, both belong VOU.
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as Mr. Horley should perse
cuted"--

"Dld you tell all to Mr.
questioned Fuller, quickly.
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CHAPTER X.
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